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Wednesday, February 22, 2006 
505 Barton Springs Road  

One Texas Center, Room 325 
Austin, Texas 

9:00 a.m. - noon 
 

 
1. Welcome and introductions  
 
2. Approval of minutes from October 4, 2005 meeting 
 
3. Election of an Executive Committee member to 

replace Joanne Walsh 
 
4. Presentation by FHWA on SAFETEA-LU 

implementation 
 
5. Discussion of the Planning contracts 
 
6. Other business 
 
 

NOTE:  Live meeting will be available for this meeting. 
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Meeting Synopsis 

 
Tuesday, October 4, 2005 

Room 2.120, Joe C. Thompson Center 
UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  TTeexxaass  CCaammppuuss  

Dean Keeton (26th Street) and Red River Streets 
Austin, Texas 

10:00 a.m. 
 

MPO Representatives 
Robert Allen   Abilene MPO 
Harold McDaniel  Amarillo MPO 
Bob Dickenson  Beaumont – Port Arthur MPO 
Linda LaSut Bryan-College Station MPO 
Michael Aulick Capital Area MPO 
Tom Niskala   Corpus Christi MPO 
Roy Gilyard   El Paso MPO 
Juan Sanchez  Harlingen – San Benito MPO 
Drew Canon   Hidalgo County MPO 
Alan Clark   Houston - Galveston Area Council of Governments 
Shannon Mattingly  Killen – Temple MPO 
Karen Owen   Longview MPO 
Sam Woods   Lubbock MPO 
Dan Kessler   North Central Texas Council of Governments 
E'Lisa Smetana  San Angelo MPO 
Joanne Walsh  San Antonio – Bexar County MPO 
Bob Wood   Sherman – Denison MPO  
Brad McCaleb  Texarkana MPO 
Heather Nick   Tyler MPO 
Christopher Evilia  Waco MPO 
 
Other Attendees 
Ben Finley Abilene MPO  
Maureen McCoy Daniel Capital Area MPO 
Ricardo Dominguez  El Paso MPO 
Jeanne Geiger  San Antonio – Bexar County MPO 
Sid Martinez   San Antonio – Bexar County MPO 
Clifford Gholson  Waco MPO 
Ed Kabobel   TxDOT 
Ed Collins   TxDOT – Austin 
Joon Kim   TxDOT – Austin 
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Darcie Schipull  TxDOT – Austin 
Carol Nixon   TxDOT - Houston 
Dale Spitz   TxDOT - Tyler 
John Bendele  TxDOT - TPP 
Karen Dunlap  TxDOT - TPP 
Tim Juarez   TxDOT - TPP 
Diane Lann   TxDOT - TPP 
Jesse Balleza  FHWA 
Jose Campos  FHWA 
 
1. Welcome and Introduction 
 
Michael Aulick convened the meeting at 10:20 a.m.   Mr. Aulick asked that all in 
attendance introduce themselves. 
 
2. Approval of minutes from July 19, 2005 Meeting 
 
ACTION: 
Sam Woods made the motion for approval of the TEMPO minutes for the July 19, 2005 
meeting; Bob Dickenson seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved as 
presented. 
 
3. Election of two members to the Executive Committee (the terms 

of E’Lisa Smetana, Chris Evilia, and Sam Woods expire in 
October) 

  
DISCUSSION: 
Mr. Aulick informed the TEMPO members that as of October 1, 2005 the Executive 
committee membership of Sam Woods, a TMA and Chris Evilia, a non-TMA as well as 
E’lisa Smetana had expired.  Nominations would open for a TMA and two Non-TMA 
members to sit on the TEMPO Executive Committee.   
 
The nomination for the Non-TMA position (Number 1) was opened: E’lisa Smentana of 
the San Angelo MPO was nominated.  Hearing no other nominations for a Non-TMA, a 
motion was requested. 
 
ACTION: 
A motion to elect E’lisa Smentana, non-TMA to the TEMPO executive committee was 
seconded and passed unanimously by a voice vote. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Nomination for the non-TMA position (Number 2) opened.  Linda LaSut of the  Bryan – 
College Station MPO was nominated and Chris Evilia of the Waco MPO were 
nominated.   
 
ACTION: 
Chris Evilia was elected to the Executive Committee by closed balloting. 
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DISCUSSION: 
Nomination for a TMA member to the Executive Committee was opened.  Sam Woods, 
Lubbock MPO and Joanne Walsh, San Antonio – Bexar County MPO, were nominated.   
 
ACTION: 
Joanne Walsh was elected to the Executive Committee by closed ballot. 
 
4. Discussion of funding formula allocation including paying dues 

to the Association of Metropolitan 
 
Michael Aulick presented a summary of the current funding formula and four principles 
that the Executive Committee agreed to the previous day: 

• No MPO should receive less in the future than it does today 
• Air quality status should be considered  -- what areas have to do because of non-

attainment, maintenance or EAC areas 
• A minimum allocation to MPOs and 
• Maintaining a per capita balance in the PL funds 
 

CAMPO staff explained the existing formula (Attachment A).  General discussion 
followed about the approach to be taken, PL and FTA 5303 funds, ability of TxDOT to 
continue to provide the non-federal match for PL and FTA funds, the need for continuing 
discussions with TxDOT, FTA and FHWA, payment of AMPO dues and the need for 
staff for TEMPO.   
 

5. Consider recommending a funding formula to FHWA, FTA and 
TxDOT including paying dues to the Association of Metropolitan 
Planning Organization 

 
At the July 19, 2005 TEMPO meeting it was agreed that statewide AMPO dues would be paid 
prior to the annual distribution of PL funds.  For this to happen, the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) is requiring that all 25 MPOs concur with this approach. 
 
ACTION: 
The following recommendation for the future distribution of PL and FTA 5303 planning funds was 
agreed to:   

 Subtract statewide AMPO dues and TEMPO administrative funds prior to distribution of funds to 
the MPOs; 

 Use the existing FTA and PL funding formulas -- with the addition of a $200,000 set aside for 
areas with Early Action Compacts (a minimum of $25,000 to each of the four areas and the 
remaining $100,000 distributed by percent of population in the four areas) in the PL distribution;  

 For the areas that do not reach $180,000, seek to use GTPF dollars to bring those areas to 
$180,000; and 

 Include Maintenance Areas in the Non-Attainment set aside. 

The TEMPO membership voted to recommend this formula to TxDOT and the Federal Highway 
and Transit Administrations.  The recommendation is to be forwarded to the Texas 
Transportation Commission for consideration at its November 17th meeting.  Attachment B is a 
table illustrating the funding distribution based on the TEMPO recommendation. 
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Also, a signature sheet was circulated that will be given to FHWA to indicate the concurrence of 
all Texas MPOs to paying annual AMPO dues before distributing funds based on the formula.   
 
 

6. Discussion of Status of Planning Contract 
 
Michael Aulick informed the MPOs that the recommendations for amendments to the 
planning contract have been submitted to TxDOT.  We now must wait for the planning 
contracts to be distributed by TPP to each of the MPOs.   
 

7. Other business and open discussion 
 
Jose Campos informed the MPOs that all the State UPWPs have been approved and 
letters will be sent to each MPO informing them of the approval. 
 
Jose Campos also informed the MPOs that Mitch Batuzich is coordinating two 
workshops to be held December 14 and 15. 
 
Mr. Aulick adjourned the meeting at 2:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Michael Aulick, TEMPO Executive Director 
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Attachment A 
 

Scenarios Column Description Effects 

Current Formula Based 
FY 2004 5 Used existing formula with no set aside for 

near non-attainment areas 
Done 

FY 2005 6 Used existing formula with no set aside for 
near non-attainment areas 

Done 

No Change  7 Near non-attainments getting $50k and 
maintenance areas added to non-attainment 
status 

• Basic formula already adopted 

• 5 MPOs don’t get $200k 

 

Minimum $100k to all MPOs 8 Instead of the current $50k minimum 
allocation, each MPO is given $100k 

• $50k more before allocated on 
population 

• Mid-size MPOs benefit 

• Not advantageous to large population 
areas (5 largest MPOs lose $$$) 

• 3 MPOs don’t reach $200k 

 

Minimum $100k to all MPOs but 
no TMA or non-attainment 
minimum allocations 

9 Instead of the current $50k minimum 
allocation, each MPO is given $100k; $1m for 
TMAs and $1m for non-attainment areas 
distributed solely on population 

• Two largest MPOs gain 

• Smaller TMAs lose because population 
isn’t sufficient to offset the loss of the 
set asides 

Minimum $100k to MPOs and 
TMAs (Sam’s) 

10 Instead of the current $50k minimum 
allocation, each MPO is given $100k; the 
minimum allocation to each TMA is increased 
to $100k 

• Benefits smaller TMAs 

Minimum $200k 11 After running the PL and FTA formulas, those 
MPOs not reaching $200k were given $200k; 
remaining MPOs received proportionate share 
based on population 

• 5 MPOs that wouldn’t have gotten 
$200k were increased to $200k 
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Scenarios Column Description Effects 

Population Based 
Population only 12 Funds were distributed solely based on the 

MPO’s % share of the state’s urbanized area 
population 

• Largest MPOs gain over current 
formula 

• 8 MPOs don’t reach $200k 
Population based with minimum 
$200k 

13 Funds were distributed based on the MPO’s 
% share of the state’s urbanized area 
population; those MPOs not reaching $200k 
were given $200k; remaining MPOs received 
proportionate share based on population 

• Largest MPOs gain over current 
formula 

• All MPOs reach at least $200k 
 

Robin Hood 14 Funds were distributed based on the MPO’s 
% share of the state’s urbanized area 
population; those MPOs not reaching $200k 
were increased to $200k and the funds were 
taken from NCTCOG and HGAC 

• Largest MPOs gain 
• NCTCOG and HGAC each contribute 

approximately $200k so that the 
smallest MPOs all reach at least 
$200k 

• All MPOs reach at least $200k 
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Attachment B 


